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ONE WEEK FROM NOW

Next Sunday is Christmas Day. Last Sunday, Mark Hare wrote in his
column about how Christmas has been taken out of Christmas. (You can
go to the Democrat and Chronicle website and read it on line if you like).
He made a point that while we blame stores, governments, schools and
others for secularizing Christmas, Christians must also take some respon-
sibility for minimizing the religious aspects of Christmas. Christians line up
along with everybody else on Black Friday to buy gifts, and many of our
religious Christmas practices and traditions are disappearing from our fam-
ily celebrations.

The Christmas season is one of those times when we get nostalgic and
remember the old days, Christmases past. There used to be a time when
the manger display was a central part of our Christmas decorations at
home under the tree or on the fireplace mantle. Some families would tell
the Christmas story to their children or would read them the account of the
Nativity as found in the Gospels (Luke 2:1-20 and Matthew 1:18 — 2:12).

Many families gathered on Christmas Eve for a special Christmas meal
(often with fish and other seafood because the day before Christmas was a
day we abstained from eating meat). Then later in the evening they would
welcome the Christ Child at Midnight Mass, because Christmas began at
midnight, not the afternoon before. Other families would rise early in the
morning, open the gifts found under the tree and then go to Mass. Still oth-
ers would go to Christmas Mass in the morning and then gather for lunch
or dinner and to exchange gifts. Whatever the timetable, Christmas Mass
was a central part of the family tradition for most Catholics.

With the advent of afternoon vigil Masses, like our 4:00 PM Christmas
Masses, many families have chosen to include an afternoon service as the
religious content of their Christmas celebration. Some non-Catholic and
evangelical churches now only have Christmas Eve services and no cele-
mas Day. Even among

Catholics there has|Christmas Eve
been a trend to fewer| 3:45PM at St. Ann’s Community

Masses on Christmas| 4:00 PM at CTK, SC, SMM
Day because most pre- CTK—Famlly Mass & Pageant
fer to celebrate the Caroling at 3:30 PM at CTK & SMM
Christmas liturgy early| 6:00 PM at SC, SMM (Caroling at 5:30 PM)
on Christmas Eve. 11:00 PM at CTK, SMM (Caroling at 1030)

Although the times|Christmas Day
may have changed| 7:.30 AM at CTK
over the years, going to| g.30 AM at SC
Christmas Mass  to-110:00 AM at CTK, St. Ann’s Community
gether is still a tradition|10:30 AM at SC

:‘QF many Catholic fami-| 11:00 AM at SMM (Caroling at 10:30 AM)
es.
I The 4 PM Christmas Eve Masses are very popu-

lar and family oriented. Expect a very large con-
gregation and limited seating.

(continued on page 3)
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Some Important Dates
Faith Formation:

Dec. 21 & 28—no sessions
January 5—The Creed—Fr. Morgan Rice

Spiritual Enrichment:

Jan. 4—Non-Liturgical Prayer—Fr. Tanck
Jan. 11—Easter Seals—Danielle Abramson
Men’ s

Women' s

Faith Formation Classes at CTK, SC & SMM (Christmas Break until January 4. Check your schedule.)
First Communion Enrollment Service for all students—Sunday-January 22 at the 5:00 PM Mass at CTK
RCIA: Adults meet in Room 137 at CTK school, children meet in nearby classrooms. (7:00-8:30 PM)

R.C.LA. Dismissal Rites begin on January 8 and will be celebrated each weekend

Coffee & Catholicism—Wednesdays after 8 AM Mass—CTK (call Mary Ann Obark at 338-1146 with ideas)

Bi b+Mond&ys at dBM in the CTK Rectory

Bible Study—1st & 3rd Wednesday at 9:30 AM at SC

Men's Spirituality Group—1st & 3rd Wednesday at 7 PM at SMM.

Scripture Reflection for Sunday—Thursdays at 9:15 AM in the SMM Sacristy
Bi bFrielaysat 2136 AM at CTK (Rm. 137)

SC Church open for prayer and reflection 24 hours a day

!

Prayer

Rosary and Monday—Friday at 8:30 AM; Saturday at 9:00 AM at SC Church;

Monday—Friday at 8:15 AM & 6 PM, Saturday 8:45 AM; Sunday at 9:15 AM at STA Church
Rosary for Priests Monday, 10 AM at STA Chapel; Monday—Friday, SMM after 11:30 Mass
Rosary & Devotion Tuesday at 7 PM at SC

Rosary Circle for CTK School Wednesdays 3:15 PM, Mary’s Chapel at CTK

Morning Prayer Monday—Friday at 9 AM at CTK Church

Prayer Group Thursdays at 12:30 PM in Mary’s Chapel at CTK

Adoration

Adoration Chapel from 9 AM — 11 PM at STA

Nocturnal Adoration Last Saturday of the month at 8:00 PM at CTK (This month—Dec. 17)
Divine Mercy Holy Hour: Fridays at 3 PM at SC Church

First Fridays: SC Church after 9 AM Mass, SMM Church from Noon to Benediction at 4 PM

Marian
Groups

Legion of Mary at 1:15 PM in STA Parish Center
Marian Movement of Priests for the Laity at 4:00 PM SC Church

Creating a Safe Environment (CASE)

Any volunteer who took CASE before January 2008
must be retrained. This can be done either online (call
the Faith Formation office for instructions) or by at-
tending a scheduled session. The next CASE session
is:

Tuesday-Jan. 31 at 7:00pm at St. Joseph (Penfield) -
call 586-8089 to register

Bulletin Article Deadlines

Our bulletins for January 1 and January 8 are due
early to the publisher. Therefore, the deadlines for
articles for the December 25—January 8 bulletins are:
December 25 AND January 1:

Monday, December 19
January 8:

Thursday, December 22.

Faith Formation

Jr. High Youth Ministry Model Team

We have a wonderful Jr. High program that meets on
Monday nights using a Youth Group / Ministry model.
The team and students meet for two 7 week semes-
ters from 6:45-8:30 PM in the Parish Youth Room at
SC. They also participate in 1 retreat each semester.
The second semester begins Jan. 23. We need adults
(all ages) to be part of the team. Please pray about
this and stop in to see how the program runs.

Please call Mary Ann Obark (338-1146) or any of the
Youth Ministers for more info.

Groups & Organizations

Men’s Club 20 / 20 Club Raffle Tickets for sale
Drawings are from January—May, ending with a din-
ner dance in May with a special drawing.

For more information & tickets, call Jerry or Sam.
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Mass Schedule for the Week
6:30 CTK For the People
8:00 CTK Gerardi & Crescuillo Families —
Anthony & Josephine Crescuillo

9:00 SC James G. White — Mr. & Mrs. Robert Linder

11:30 SMM Hans and Helen Ross — Julie
6:30 CTK Christopher Coene — Richard & Marie Platania
8:00 CTK Jimmy Palmiere — Dad and Josette
9:00 SC  Marisa Gugino — Pat & Sharron Trimaldi
11:30 SMM Norman Rogers — The Ruf and Teremy Families
Wed., Dec. 21 - St. Peter Canisius

6:30 CTK Nellie D’Amore — Mr & Mrs Albert Cutri
8:00 CTK Erina Gerardi — Family
9:00 SC  John Lylak — Bill Wesley

11:30 SMM (A) Frank J. Hummell — Rita

6:30 CTK Olivetta Dell’Orefice — Altier Daughters
8:00 CTK John Crescuillo — Mother & Father
9:00 SC  Sue May — Marjorie Reed

11:30 SMM Timothy Manning — Mary Alice
6:30 CTK Carol Lou Loiacono — Husband & Children
8:00 CTK Joan LaMendola — Family

9:00 SC  Michael Dengler — Cathy & Pat Connaughton
11:30 SMM Astrid Smallenburg — Bequest

Sat., Dec. 24 - Late Advent Weekday / Vigil of Christmas

8:00 CTK Frances & John Donovan — Joan & Bob Norton
9:30 SC  For the People of the parish
4:00 CTK For the People of the parish
4:00 SC For the People of the parish
4:00 SMM For the People of the parish
6:00 SC  For the People of the parish
6:00 SMM For the People of the parish
11:00 CTK For the People of the parish
11:00 SMM For the People of the parish

Sun., Dec. 25 - Nativity of the Lord

7:30 CTK
8:30 SC
10:00 CTK

10:30 SC
11:00 SMM

For the People of the parish
For the People of the parish
For the People of the parish
For the People of the parish
For the People of the parish

CTK: Christ the King; SC: St. Cecilia; SMM: St. Margaret Mary

The 10:00 AM Sunday Mass at CTK is
Interpreted for the Deaf.

Reconciliation Schedule—Saturday
No scheduled Confessions Christmas weekend.
By appointment only.

Please pray for the sick and for our beloved deceased.

Weddi
Il Kaley Moonan & Alex Odenbach

Banns

. PENANCE
Advent Penance Service FE
In order to prepare ourselves for Christmas, 2
there will be one more Advent Penance Service !

on Tuesday, December 20 at 7:00 PM at SMM. L
SERVICE

Candle Intentions for Sunday—Saturday
Christ the King:

Right Altar: Roseanne DiRienzo—The Neighbor
Left Altar:Carmine Speranza—Wife & Children

Tabernacle: Giuseppi DiLeonardo—
Daughter-in-Law, Angelina

Blessed Mother Shrine:
Carol Lou Loiacono—Husband & Children
Tom Terreri—The Terreri Family
Joseph & Anna DiSalvo—Daughter
The Joseph Family—Anonymous

St Joseph Shrine:
Walt Young—Wife & Family
Frank & Anna DiGiovanni—
Mr & Mrs Michael DiGiovanni
Vincent & Jennie LaDelfa—
Mr & Mrs Michael DiGiovanni
Rev. Robert Hale, CSB—
Mr & Mrs Michael DiGiovanni

St. Margaret Mary
In Memory of June Deprez — Pat Coakley

St. Thomas the Apostle
(BA) Walt Harvey — Clarice

Christmas Pageants

The Christmas Pageant at SMM will be at 3
PM this Sunday, December 18 in SMM church.
A reception will follow.

The CTK pageant is part of the 4 PM Christ-
mas Eve Mass.

(From page 1)

But all of our Christmas celebrations should
be imbued with the religious character of the
feast so that Christmas Day itself does not
become a secular festival.

As we enter this last week before Christ-
mas, amid all of your other preparations, you
might want to make certain that you and your
family have not taken Christmas out of Christ-
mas Day.

The priests and staff of Bl. Kateri Tekak-
witha Parish wish you and your families a very
holy and happy Christmas and pray that the
peace of Christ be in your hearts and in your
homes as you gather to remember the birth of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

In Him...
Norm Tanck, CSB
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Liturgical Ministries Stewardship: Treasure

Music Ministry

> 3
Christmas Caroling m@'
The Youth Music Ministry and Youth Group will sing Christ- T
mas Carols again this year at Blossom North, Portland Ave.
on Monday, Dec 19th. We will meet at 6:45 PM in the lobby of the
Blossom North and carol from 7:00pm — 8:00 PM. Parents are invited
to join in!
Calling all BKT Teens! 5pm Mass Sunday Mass
If you can play an instrument or sing we are looking for YOU to be a
leader for the 5 PM Youth-Led Sunday Mass at CTK! The Youth-Led
Mass will be Sunday, January 22nd. Our rehearsal will be at 3:30 PM
(the same day) prior to the Mass in the church.

If you have questions about any Music Ministry opportunities, please
contact Jean Grizard: jgrizard@dor.org or 266-1288.

Children’”s Worship Bulletins
There are Children’s Bulletins at the church doors at all 3 sites.
These bulletins offer fun ways for children to learn about the Gospel
reading each week. There are bulletins for ages 3-6 and ages 7-12.

Preparation for Christmas

The SMM site will be decorating for Christmas on Thursday, Decem-
ber 22nd beginning at 6 PM in the Church. We would love your help.
Please consider coming and donating a half hour of your time to
make the SMM site Christmas ready!

Seniors

Good Samaritan Transportation has a new address:
The Good Samaritan Transportation

Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha Parish

445 Kings Highway South, Rochester, NY 14617
Our telephone number is the same: 336-1777

Any questions or concerns, please call and we will return your call as
soon as possible. Georgiana (Gigi) Bondi, GST Coordinator

Employment Opportunity

Administrative Assistant - seeking applicants for this full time position
to be responsible for the administration of the payroll and personnel
records; assisting the Director of Administration in facilities manage-
ment; assisting the bookkeeper in maintaining the financial account-
ing system; processing purchasing requests; providing secretarial
support as needed; some supervisory responsibilities for volunteers.
Qualifications include being an active member of a Roman Catholic
parish faith community; successful experience in personnel record
keeping, facilities management, accounting, purchasing and secretar-
ial duties. Successful applicant must have strong computer skills,
especially with Microsoft applications, an ability to maintain confidenti-
ality and ability to work collaboratively with a diverse community.
Resumes should be sent to Bob Moore, Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha
Parish - Business Office, 2732 Culver Road, Rochester, NY 14622.

I

As of Friday 12/9/11, our Catholic Minis-
tries Appeal status was as follows:

Goal $234,991
Pledges Made $140,204
% of Goal Reached 59.66%
Number of BKT Donors 1,072
Total BKT Households 5,319
% of Households Pledged 20.2%

We are continuing to make pro-
gress toward our Parish giving to
the CMA. Thank you to all who
have made a pledge.

The key to our final success, how-
ever, is having a high percentage
of families participating. If you
have not yet made a pledge,
please contact a parish office for a
pledge form or make a pledge on
line at

http://www.dor.org

and identify yourself as a BKT pa-

rishioner .
Q)
A
Q
WM Roww may place your donation in
the envelopes marked
"Christmas Flower Offering" that are in
the pews at each site. As always, thank
you for your kind generosity.

Anyone wishing to donate
for the Christmas Flowers

Please write checks to
Bl. Kateri Tekakwitha.

PARISH SUPPORT
Week of 12-11-11

Attendance .......ccceevveniiinnnnnnes 2,920
Weekly total..........coeeeeuunnes $26,899
Weekly need ..........ccccuuuneees $31,000
Over (Short)......cccceeeeriinnnnn. $4,101

Please remember that the parish has
needs every week to meet expenses.
While you may go on vacation, the parish
is still serving your fellow parishioners.

Your support makes it possible to meet
expenses. Thank you for continu- ,

ing to “share your treasure” with e

us. Please remember your Par- Gg)“g’”ﬁﬁgﬁ&
ish in Will & Estate planning.
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#5 Friday Nights: The SC youth room won’t
be open 12/23 AND 12/30. We'll be back
on January 6th for students in Grades 6
through High School to gather from 7 to 9

Senior High Youth Group Christmas Party - This
Sunday, 12/18 from 7 to 9 PM, in the SC Youth
Room, high school teens are invited to share some
Christmas spirit—bring a snhack, dessert or drink to
share & a wrapped gift if you want to participate in our
gift exchange.

Upcoming Youth Group events:

12/19 Christmas Caroling meet at CTK at 6:30 pm
12/28 Movie Night at SC from 7-9 pm

January 28-29 — BKT Senior High Retreat

Hands of Christ Award — To nominate a High
School Senior, please contact a BKT Youth Minister
by 12/30/11. All nominations will be submitted to the
diocese by the BKT Youth Ministry Team.

Caring Ministries

PRAY

Going to the Hospital? [ e )
Please call a parish office when you or a loved h
one is admitted to the hospital, particularly if
the sacrament of the sick is desired. Hospitals cannot
always tell us which patients are our parishioners.

If you wish to be anointed before entering the hospi-
tal, see a priest after Mass.

STEPHEN MINISTRY

Grief During the Holidays 4@
When we experience any profound .{
loss, darkness overwhelms us. Often

we cannot summon the strength to face another day.
Thankfully, God promises that He is “close to the bro-
kenhearted’- Psalm 34:18. In times of intense sad-
ness, turn to Him. “When | sit in darkness, the Lord
will be a light to me.”- Mark7:8. If you are going
through a difficult time, call us at 747-3862. A trained
and compassionate Stephen Minister is ready to ‘walk
with you’ for as long as it takes for you to recover.

Irondequoit Visitation Ministry (IVM)

Call IVM at 336-1726 to have a trained minister visit a
local homebound person and proclaim the gos- ./

pel through friendship, communion and prayer. ﬁ

Angels of Mercy's Butterfly Boutique is open to
serve women entering the workforce who need cloth-
ing to be able to go forth in life. Referrals are needed
from agency, school, etc. Please call 730-4556 to
make an appointment to "SHOP".

Save the Date!

Mark your calendars for the annual “Reconciliation
and Renewal” weekend: February 10-11, 2012, at the
SC site. The theme of this “mini-retreat” is “Alive in
God’s Love” — watch for more information!

Evangelization — Good News!

“Catholics Come Home”, a national advertising cam-
paign, will run from December 16th -January 8th.
Prime-time television ads will be aired over 400 times!
Everyone’s positive attitude will help, as we welcome
all potential visitors to Blessed Kateri during this
Christmas season. Invite someone new!

Christmas Créche Display

You are invited to the annual Christmas créche dis-
play at Sacred Heart Cathedral. This year's nativities
are from the collection of BKT parishioner Janet
Archibald and feature over 40 handcrafted créeches
from around the world. The display is free and open to
the public, open daily through January 8 from 8 AM
until 6 PM.

Surprise! Surprise!

From the days of the Exodus, God's consoling pres-
ence among his people was symbolized in the tab-
ernacle or tent, the sanctuary or dwelling place of
God . When the people moved, the tent of his pres-
ence was moved with them. But now they were set-
tled in the land. No more wandering--they thought.
David had the idea of building a more permanent
dwelling for God's presence. "Do what you have a
mind to" said the prophet Nathan. But God had
something else in mind; he would build a house for
David--a dynasty that would stand forever. Even
though his descendants proved unworthy of the
promise, Israel was confident that they were secure,
for God was committed. God had other ideas.
David's descendants were toppled from the throne,
and Israel went into captivity. How could they recon-
cile this with God's promise? Psalm 89 prays to God
to remember his promise, so they began to look for-
ward to a restoration under a warrior king messiah
of the Davidic dynasty. But once again God had
other ideas -- a messiah born of a virgin in a stable
who would establish a boundless kingdom of love
and service as he reigns from the cross.

Lord, help us to learn the lesson of Scripture. We
plan to do thus and so, and get things just the way
we want them. But God may have other ideas. Help
us to see that and to accept it lovingly, and faithfully
follow whatever new path you may open for us.
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Other Events for the Coming Week

Monday, December 19
5:30 PM CYO Basketball CTKPC
7:00 PM FF Faculty Meeting & SC NFC

Christmas Party
Tuesday, December 20
4:30 PM CYO Basketball CTKPC
6:00 PM Men's & Women's Euchre CTKPC
Wednesday, December 21
1:15 PM Legion of Mary STAPC
5:30 PM CYO Basketball CTKPC
6:00 PM Choir rehearsal for 9 AM SMM Church
7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal for SC CTK Church
7:30 PM Music Rehearsal for 10 AM SC Choir Rm
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal for 11 AM SMM Church
Thursday, December 22
4:30 PM CYO Basketball CTKPC
7:00 PM TAG / Job Network SC Rm 109
Friday, December 23
9:15 AM School Prayer Service CTK Church
7:30 PM Bingo SC NFC
Saturday, December 24

No other events
Sunday, December 25

No other events

Merry Christmas!

OFFICE
CLOSED|

il

The Offices are Closed
December 23 and 26 for Christmas,
and January 2 for

Men’ s Annual Retreat i
It is not too early to think about the Men’s Annual Re-
treat, held each year at the beautiful Notre Dame Re-
treat House on Canandaigua Lake. This year’s retreat
for the men of our parish will be held on the weekend
of March 2nd thru March 4th, 2012. We ask that you
reserve these dates on your calendar now.

For additional information or to make a reservation,
call Gary Klebes, Phillip Nowak, Lucian Scaccia,
David Baumann, or Michael Ratigan.

N €0 th

Diocesan Response Team for Sexual Abuse:
USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children & Young
People, call Barbara Pedeville 1-800-388-7177

Groups, Organizations, Activities

Next Parish Book Club Meeting >
We will meet Sunday, Jan. 8 at 10:15 AM in N
the SMM rectory 2nd floor Common Room.

We will discuss Heaven is for Real by Todd Burpo.

Thanks

Thank you to all the volunteers who worked at Brunch
with Santa. Special thanks to Gary Moroni and Fr.
Morgan Rice for their participation.

50 & Over / Young at Heart
Regular meeting on Jan. 5

1:00 PM at the SC Newcomb Center.
Everyone welcome.

Dues can be paid. $7.00 per year

Knights of Columbus
4

Entertainment Books
The CTK K of C are selling 2012 Entertain-
ment books for $30.00. Call Lou at 342-4193.

Pastoral Council

Open Forum Policy for Pastoral Council meetings
The pastoral council has implemented the following pol-
icy regarding an open pastoral council meeting:

s A request to speak during the open forum portion of
the meeting must be submitted to Kathleen Kane by
email (call a parish office for her contact information)
by the 1st of the month. Subject must be given at time
of request.

s Guest is allowed, to join @@n ouncil in opening prayer

gnesﬁeék fo Htely two minutes during
open forum on only the topic requested.

s Council members may ask the guest clarification ques-
tions if needed.

s Guest is excused after the open forum. The remainder
©f therpistorgl council meeting will be closed.

s Kathleen Kane will reply either by e-mail or written let-
ter to the guest with a response to his/her concerns
prior to the next month’s council meeting. The re-
sponse will be entered into the meeting minutes.

ILBERT’ SHTY

Chns tmas Troes

.Purfhace your Christmas tree at Wilbert's
:b\, 12/25/2011 and one dollar will be donated |
'to Blessed Kateri Parish in Irondeguoit. S|mply,
:take this coupon and present itat Wilbert’'s |
iwhen you make your purchase. 1



