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IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES GIVE THANKS

Our Advent preparation for Christmas is half over. This Sunday, the 3rd
Sunday of Advent, has traditionally been called “Guadete Sunday” from the
Latin word for rejoice, which was found in the opening antiphon for today’s
Mass (Philippians 4:4-5). In today’s Liturgy of the Word, Isaiah tells the
people of Israel (Isaiah 61: 1-2a, 10-11), “I rejoice heartily in the LORD’,
Mary proclaims in our responsorial (Luke 1:46-54), “My spirit rejoices in
God my savior.” And St. Paul writes to the Thessalonians (1 Thessalonians
5:16-24), “Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all circumstances give
thanks”. This week we rejoice because we are closer to the Lord’s coming
than when we began. Like John the Baptist in our Gospel readings (John
1:6-8, 19-28), we can testify to his presence among us. We have seen and
encountered him in so many ways. And our mission, like John the Bap-
tist’s, is to point the way to him so that others may come to know his love
and mercy. One of the dismissals we have in the new Roman Missal is “Go
in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life”, to which we respond, “Thanks be
to God”. Our lives, therefore, should be a joyful witness to Christ. Some-
times it is joyless, dour Christians, angry and resentful, who get the atten-
tion of the world around us. Advent calls us to wait and witness in joyful
expectation for the Lord’s coming.

As Christians we are not only joyful but we are a thankful people. As
St. Paul reminds us in his letter to the Philippians, “Brothers and sisters:
Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all circumstances give thanks, for
this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus”. The Eucharist is our great act
of thanksgiving, but how we live our lives in Christ is a thanks offering to
the Lord. We share the love and mercy we have received with others, and
so return to the Lord what has been given to us. As a community of believ-
ers, Bl. Kateri Tekakwitha Parish gives thanks to God in its liturgies and
devotions, in the many ways we minister to each other and in the ways we
reach out to others, especially the poor and alienated. The financial sup-
port we contribute to the parish is another act of thankfulness that allows
the parish to continue its worship and ministries so that our presence in the
world can point others to Jesus. | thank you for all the ways you contribute
your time, talent and financial resources to our community.

We reach out, also, to the larger Church of Rochester and support her
in her works and ministries through our annual Catholic Ministries Appeal,
the CMA. Together, united as one, we become an even greater sign to the
world of God’s love and mercy for all to see. Once, again, | ask you to be
as generous in your contributions. St. Paul tells the Corinthians (2 Corin-
thians 8:1-5 1) to be “joyful givers”. | know that while most give with gener-
ous, thankful hearts, others withhold their gifts because of anger or resent-
ment. Let this Advent week of forgiveness, joy and hope move us beyond
those feelings so that we can work together for the common mission of the
Church; to prepare the way for the Lord. If you have not already made a
pledge, please consider doing so in these last weeks of 2011.

In Him...
Norm Tanck, CSB




Page Two

Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha Parish, Irondequoit, NY

Some Important Dates
Faith Formation:

Faith Formation Classes at CTK, SC & SMM

Dec. 15—The Bible—Fr. Morgan Rice
Jan. 4—Non-Liturgical Prayer —Fr. Tanck

Spiritual Enrichment:

January 5—The Creed—Fr. Morgan Rice
Menos

Wo menods

Confirmation Enrollment for all candidates—Sunday, Dec. 11 at 11:00 AM Mass at SMM
RCIA: Adults meet in Room 137 at CTK school, children meet in nearby classrooms. (7:00-8:30 PM)

R.C.LA. Dismissal Rites begin on January 8 and will be celebrated each weekend

Coffee & Catholicism—Wednesdays after 8 AM Mass—CTK (call Mary Ann Obark at 338-1146 with ideas)
Dec. 14-Men’s Spirituality at BKT—Tom Grout & Chris Ramsey

Bi b+Mond&ys at dBM in the CTK Rectory

Bible Study—1st & 3rd Wednesday at 9:30 AM at SC

Men's Spirituality Group—1st & 3rd Wednesday at 7 PM at SMM.

Scripture Reflection for Sunday—Thursdays at 9:15 AM in the SMM Sacristy
Bi bFrielaysat 2136 AM at CTK (Rm. 137)

SC Church open for prayer and reflection 24 hours a day

Dec. 21 & 28—no sessions

!

Prayer

Rosary and Mondayd Friday at 8:30 AM; Saturday at 9:00 AM at SC Church;

Mondayd Friday at 8:15 AM & 6 PM, Saturday 8:45 AM; Sunday at 9:15 AM at STA Church
Rosary for Priests Monday, 10 AM at STA Chapel; Mondayd Friday, SMM after 11:30 Mass
Rosary & Devotion Tuesday at 7 PM at SC

Rosary Circle for CTK School Wednesdays 3:15 PM, Mary’s Chapel at CTK

Morning Prayer Mondayd Friday at 9 AM at CTK Church

Prayer Group Thursdays at 12:30 PM in Mary’s Chapel at CTK

Adoration

Adoration Chapel from 9 AM — 11 PM at STA

Nocturnal Adoration Last Saturday of the month at 8:00 PM at CTK (This monthd Dec. 17)
Divine Mercy Holy Hour: Fridays at 3 PM at SC Church

First Fridays: SC Church after 9 AM Mass, SMM Church from Noon to Benediction at 4 PM

Marian
Groups

Legion of Mary at 1:15 PM in STA Parish Center
Marian Movement of Priests for the Laity at 4:00 PM SC Church

RCIA News Faith Formation

Last weekend, the following RCIA members cele-
brated the Rite of Acceptance and Welcoming. This
marks the transition from the state of an Inquirer to
initiation into the Order of Catechumens (those to be
baptized) and the welcoming of Candidates (those
who will enter into full communion and finish their ini-
tiation into the Catholic Church). We rejoice and give
thanks for the gift of these special people as we jour-
ney together to the Easter Vigil on April 7:

Catechumens: Candidates:
Adults: Adults:

Mariluz Alba Ondonez Gloria Alba
Erick Miller Jim Herold
Philip Street

Leigh Thompson

Children: Children:

Alex Street Taina Benjamin

Madeline Shafer

Jr. High Youth Ministry Model Team

We have a wonderful Jr. High program that meets on
Monday nights using a Youth Group / Ministry model.
The team and students meet for two 7 week semes-
ters from 6:45-8:30 PM in the Parish Youth Room at
SC. They also participate in 1 retreat each semester.
The second semester begins Jan. 23. We need adults
(all ages) to be part of the team. Please pray about
this and stop in to see how the program runs.

Please call Mary Ann Obark (338-1146) or any of the
Youth Ministers for more info.

Groups & Organizations

Men’s Club 20 / 20 Club Raffle Tickets for sale
Drawings are from January—May, ending with a din-
ner dance in May with a special drawing.

For more information & tickets, call Jerry or Sam.
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Mass Schedule for the Week
Mon., Dec. 12 - Our Lady of Guadalupe

6:30 CTK Carmela Boveno — The Pierce Family
8:00 CTK Regina Wiseman — The Hardock & Gelabert Families
9:00 SC  Madeline Inclema — Don & Penny Pero Family
11:30 SMM Oscar Steinwachs — Bequest
6:30 CTK Robert W. Klingensmith — John Brunette
8:00 CTK Matilda Perrello — Daughter, Gloria & Family
9:00 SC Donald Lamondie — Brothers & Sisters
11:30 SMM Albert and Mabel Kausch — daughter, Eileen
| Wed., Dec. 14 - St. John of theCross
6:30 CTK Rev. Robert F. McNamara — Bequest
8:00 CTK Mary Wilhauck — Tom & Sue Wilhauck
9:00 SC Lena Evangelista Oakes — Daughter, Jan
11:30 SMM Cora Braun, Elizabeth Ross & Robert Mundorff —
Buddhi & Sheila Shrestha
Thu., Dec. 15 - Advent Weekday
6:30 CTK Philomena Montante — Richard & Maria Platania
8:00 CTK Ann VanderMalle — The Randolph & Scinta Families
9:00 SC  Susan DiSalvo — Barbara & Paul Kozlowski
11:30 SMM (A) Christine Cowd and Robert Wheatley — Famil
Fri., Dec. 16 - Advent Weekday
6:30 CTK Astrid Smallenburg — Bequest
8:00 CTK Augustine Orlando — Anthony Camobreco
9:00 SC  Marie & Harold Snell — Sister, Nancy
11:30 SMM Marion Hillis — Bequest

Sat., Dec. 17 - Late Advent Weekday

8:00 CTK Joan Wesley — Husband & Family

9:30 SC  For the People

4:00 CTK Karl Murrell — Son, Doug Murrell

4:30 SMM Frank Ettaro Sr. — Bess Ettaro and Family
5:00 SC John Chiavetta, Sr. — Wife

Sun., Dec. 18 - Fourth Sunday of Advent

7:30 CTK Sam J. Amico — Wife & Family
8:30 SC  Arcangela & Cristoforo Geraci — Daughter
9:00 SMM (BA) Kathleen Kennelly — Patricia Flory
10:00 CTK Joseph Spodaryk — Children & Grandchildren
10:30 SC  (AM) Cosmo Pusateri — Pat & Ann Viola
11:00 SMM Carmella & Louis Mangione — Family
5:00 CTK Deceased Members of the Muto & Pelusio Families —
Family

CTK: Christ the King; SC: St. Cecilia; SMM: St. Margaret Mary

The 10:00 AM Sunday Mass at CTK is
Interpreted for the Deaf.

Reconciliation Scheduled Saturday
CTK: 3:00-3:45; SMM: 3:30-4:15

SC: 4:00-4:45
Weddi
| Kaley Moonan & Alex Odenbach
\
Banns
o _ PENANCE
Remaining Advent Penance Services O,

Wednesday, December 14

1:00 PM at CTK -
Tuesday, December 20

7:00 PM at SMM

SERVICE

Candle Intentions for Sundayd Saturday
Christ the King:

Blessed Mother Shrine:
Carol Lou Loiacono - Husband & Children
Carmela Boveno - The Pierce Family
Frances Pilato - Rose Buttera

St. Margaret Mary
Those who are unemployed or
Worried about their jobs

St. Thomas the Apostle
Margaret — Family

¢ Candles are Available
& You may have candles burn at CTK, SMM
or STA (Chapel) in memory of a loved one
or for a special intention. Please call the Office.
Candles are available for lighting in SC and SMM.

Please pray for the sick of our parish.
Please pray for our beloved deceased.

Prayer and Adoration

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
"Watch one hour with me." The Office

reflection, and adoration to nurture 32
and reinforce the help that we need.
Saturday, December 17, 8:00 to 9:00
PM, at CTK Church.

Christmas Mass Schedule

Christmas Eve
3:45 PM at St. Ann’s Community
4:00 PM at CTK, SC, SMM
CTK—Family Mass & Pageant
Caroling at 3:30 PM at CTK & SMM
6:00 PM at SC, SMM
Caroling at 5:30 PM at SC & SMM
11:00 PM at CTK, SMM (caroling at 10:30)

Christmas Day
7:30 AM at CTK
8:30 AM at SC
10:00 AM at CTK, St. Ann’s Community
10:30 AM at SC
11:00 AM at SMM
Caroling at 10:30 AM

The 4 PM Christmas Eve Mass is very popular
and family oriented.
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Liturgical Ministries Stewardship: Treasure

Music Ministry > s
SMM Christmas Pageant: Rehearsals are on Sundays at 1 m@
PM in the church for the pageant, which will be performed ‘“——
on Sunday, December 18 at 3 PM in SMM church. |

Christmas Eve 4:00 PM Mass CTK site

Rehearsals: Tuesday Dec. 13 from 4:15-5:15 PM

Final rehearsal: Saturday, Dec. 17 at 11:00 AM in the church. Parents
are invited at Noon for the final run-through.

This Mass will include a Gospel Pageant with 3rd & 4th graders.
Practice: Tuesday, Dec. 13, 5:30-6:00 PM, CTK church; dress re-
hearsal with choir at 11 on Saturday, Dec. 17. Pageant Questions:
Contact Donna Moll 342-2100 (ext. 5) or dmoll@dor.org

Christmas Caroling

The Youth Music Ministry and Youth Group will sing Christmas Carols
again this year at Blossom North, Portland Ave. on Monday, Dec
19th. We will meet at 6:45 PM in the lobby of the Blossom North and
carol from 7:00pm — 8:00 PM. Parents are invited to join in!

If you have questions about any Music Ministry opportunities, please
contact Jean Grizard: jgrizard@dor.org or 266-1288.

Stewardship: Time and Treasure

Christmas Outreach Program Update

There are many opportunities to help the poor in our area this Christmas.
s Food for Christmas Baskets at CTK thru Dec. 11.

s Monetary donations to purchase perishable foods & gift certificates.
s Giving Trees, with requests for gifts for those in need at each site.

s Return gifts to CTK by Dec. 14, to SMM by Dec. 18.
We need volunteers to assemble and deliver food
baskets and gifts:

Assembly at CTK on Friday and Saturday, Dec. 17 & 18;
Delivery from CTK on Sunday morning, Dec. 18; and
from SMM on Sunday, Dec. 18 after 12 PM.

If you can help assemble or deliver baskets and gifts,
please call Donna Moll. Thank you for your support of this ministry.

Employment Opportunity

Administrative Assistant - seeking applicants for this full time position
to be responsible for the administration of the payroll and personnel
records; assisting the Director of Administration in facilities manage-
ment; assisting the bookkeeper in maintaining the financial account-
ing system; processing purchasing requests; providing secretarial
support as needed; some supervisory responsibilities for volunteers.
Qualifications include being an active member of a Roman Catholic
parish faith community; successful experience in personnel record
keeping, facilities management, accounting, purchasing and secretar-
ial duties. Successful applicant must have strong computer skills,
especially with Microsoft applications, an ability to maintain confidenti-
ality and ability to work collaboratively with a diverse community.
Resumes should be sent to Bob Moore, Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha
Parish - Business Office, 2732 Culver Road, Rochester, New York
14622.

]
The lelng Tree

As of Friday 12/2/11, our Catholic Minis-
tries Appeal status was as follows:

Goal $234,991
Pledges Made $124,305
% of Goal Reached 52.9%
Number of BKT Donors 964
Total BKT Households 5,319
% of Households Pledged 18%

As we near the mid-point of our
Parish giving to the CMA, we are
making good progress. Thank you
to all who have made a pledge.
The key to our final success, how-
ever, is having a high percentage
of families participating. If you have
not yet made a pledge, please con-
tact a parish office for a pledge
form or make a pledge on line at
http://www.dor.org and identify

9

yourself as a BKT parishioner .

Anyone wishing to donate

A for the Christmas Flowers

Buwm may place your donation in

the envelopes marked

"Christmas Flower Offering" that are in

the pews at each site. As always, thank
you for your kind generosity.

Thank you to all the SMM site lawn
mowing volunteers, especially Tom
Kelly.

Please write checks to
Bl. Kateri Tekakwitha.

PARISH SUPPORT
Week of 12-4-11

Attendance .......ccceevveniiinnnnnnes 2,778
Weekly total..........coeeeeuunnes $33,336
Weekly need ..........ccccuuuneees $31,000
Over (Short)......cccceeeeriinnnnn. $2,336

Please remember that the parish has
needs every week to meet expenses.
While you may go on vacation, the parish
is still serving your fellow parishioners.

Your support makes it possible to meet
expenses. Thank you for continu-
ing to “share your treasure” with
us. Please remember your Par-
ish in Will & Estate planning.

TREASURE.
IVING Back
GoD's BLESSINGS




Page Five

Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha Parish, Irondequoit, NY

December 11, 2011

#5 Friday Nights: The SC youth room is
open for students in GRADES 6 through
High School to gather from 7 to 9 pm.
Check it out this week.

Senior High School Youth Group: This Sunday,
12/11 from 7 to 9 PM, high school teens are invited to
share some Christmas spirit—we’ll be making Christ-
mas cards! Join us in the youth room at SC to find out
more about upcoming Youth Group Holiday events:

12/18 Youth Group Christmas Party

12/19 Christmas Caroling

January 28-29 — BKT Senior High Retreat

Hands of Christ Award — Call for Nominations of
High School Seniors. If a High School Senior you
know exhibits a Christian attitude in all they say and
do, attends Mass regularly and is involved in church,
community, and school, please contact a BKT Youth
Minister by 12/30/11. All nominations will be submit-
ted to the diocese by the BKT Youth Ministry Team.

Caring Ministries

PRAY

Going to the Hospital? [ e )
Please call a parish office when you or a loved ‘h
one is admitted to the hospital, particularly if
the sacrament of the sick is desired. Hospitals cannot
always tell us which patients are our parishioners.

If you wish to be anointed before entering the hospi-
tal, see a priest after Mass.

STEPHEN MINISTRY

Grief During the Holidays 4@
When we experience any profound «
loss, darkness overwhelms us. Often

we cannot summon the strength to face another day.
Thankfully, God promises that He is “close to the bro-
kenhearted’- Psalm 34:18. In times of intense sad-
ness, turn to Him. “When 1| sit in darkness, the Lord
will be a light to me.”- Mark7:8. If you are going
through a difficult time, call us at 747-3862. A trained
and compassionate Stephen Minister is ready to ‘walk
with you’ for as long as it takes for you to recover.

Irondequoit Visitation Ministry (IVM)

Call IVM at 336-1726 to have a trained minister visit a
local homebound person and proclaim the gos- ./

pel through friendship, communion and prayer. >j§

Angels of Mercy's Butterfly Boutique is open to
serve women entering the workforce who need cloth-
ing to be able to go forth in life. Referrals are needed
from agency, school, etc. Please call 730-4556 to
make an appointment to "SHOP".

Evangelization

Save the Date!

Mark your calendars for the annual “Reconciliation
and Renewal” weekend: February 10-11, 2012, at the
SC site. The theme of this “mini-retreat” is “Alive in
God’s Love” — watch for more information!

Creating a Safe Environment (CASE)

Any volunteer who took CASE before January 2008
must be retrained. This can be done either online (call
the Faith Formation office for instructions) or by at-
tending a scheduled session. The next CASE session
is:

Tuesday-Jan. 31 at 7:00pm at St. Joseph (Penfield) -
call 586-8089 to register

Seniors

Good Samaritan Transportation has a new address:
The Good Samaritan Transportation o
Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha Parish l m
445 Kings Highway South '
Rochester, NY 14617

Our telephone number is the same: 336-1777
Any questions or concerns, please contact our office
and we will return your call as soon as possible.

With blessings,

Georgiana (Gigi) Bondi, GST Coordinator

Great Expectations

Expectations are an important part of human life.
We live in anticipation of what will happen --good or
bad. Half the joy of a birthday, wedding, or Christ-
mas lies in the anticipation. On the other hand the
anticipation of what awaits us at the dentist's office,
the IRS examiner, or the principal's office increases
the pain. Such expectations, like the proclamation in
today's readings of God coming to fulfill his prom-
ises, can give us the push we need to make
changes in our lives. But great expectations can
also be dangerous. We could get so focused on
what will happen that we do not look closely enough
at what is happening here and now. That's what
happened in today's gospel. The religious leaders of
Israel were so intent on looking for signs of the com-
ing that they failed to recognize what was in their
midst -- Jesus the Messiah himself.

Lord, our God, fill us with joyous anticipation of your
coming at Christmas and at the end of time. Sustain
us in our Advent waiting by helping us to recognize
the ways in which you are already here in our midst,
helping us to prepare for your final coming.
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Other Events for the Coming Week

Monday, December 12

5:30 PM CYO Basketball CTKPC
7:00 PM Finance Council (Open to Par- SMM Sacristy

ish)

Tuesday, December 13

11:00 AM Senior Group CTK 137
4:30 PM CYO Basketball CTKPC
6:00 PM Men's & Women's Euchre CTKPC
6:30 PM Men's Club Meeting SC NFC
Wednesday, December 14

9:30 PM Circle of Friends SC 107
1:15 PM Legion of Mary STAPC
5:30 PM CYO Basketball CTKPC
6:00 PM Choir rehearsal for 9 AM SMM Church
7:00 PM Pastoral Council SMM Sacristy
7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal for SC CTK Church
7:30 PM Music Rehearsal for 10 AM SC Choir Rm
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal for 11 AM SMM Church
Thursday, December 15

1:00 PM  Alzheimer's Support Group SC 107
2:00 PM Outreach SC NFC
4:30 PM CYO Basketball CTKPC
7:00 PM TAG / Job Network SC Rm 109
Friday, December 16

7:00 PM R&R Planning SC Rm 109
7:30 PM Bingo SC NFC
Saturday, December 17

No other events

Sunday, December 18

9:30 AM Coffee Hour SC NFC
11:00 AM Coffee Hour CTKPC

Vocations

Deacon Information Session Scheduled

Have you ever wondered if God is calling you to be-
come a deacon?

The Deacon Personnel Board of the Diocese of Roch-
ester is sponsoring a “Deacon Information Session”
on Thursday, December 15, at 7 PM in the Bishop
Hickey Conference Center, in the rear of the diocesan
Pastoral Center building, 1150 Buffalo Road.

If you would like more information please contact
Deacon John Crego.

Diocesan Response Team for Sexual Abuse:
USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children & Young
People, call Barbara Pedeville 1-800-388-7177

Groups, Organizations, Activities

Breakfast with Santa
Sponsored by the
Msgr. Burns Council K of C
Saturday, December 17 at 10:00 AM

in the STA hall
For more information, call Joe Madonia
Next Parish Book Club Meeting 75

We will meet Sunday, Jan. 8 at 10:15 AM in N
the SMM rectory 2nd floor Common Room.
We will discuss Heaven is for Real by Todd Burpo.

R\

A Big Advent Thank You
Many thanks to all who attended the “Journey to
Bethlehem” program on Dec. 3rd, and for all who do-
nated fleece, hats, scarves, gloves, and toiletries. A
van full of these items, and blankets, will help 75 flood
victims and their families in the Binghamton / Tioga
area! Thanks to all the helpers who gave time for the
program and the service projects - thanks for making
room for Jesus in your life, and for sharing His love by
helping others this Advent

Knights of Columbus

\|

Entertainment Books

The CTK K of C are selling 2012 Entertain-

ment books for $30.00. Call a parish office.

Bulletin Article Deadlines

Our bulletins for December 31 and January 8 are due
early to the publisher. Therefore, the deadlines for
articles for the December 25—January 8 bulletins are:
December 25 AND January 1:

Monday, December 19
January 8:

Thursday, December 22

Christmas is Coming...and SCRIP is Here!

SCRIP is a great way to do your Christmas Shopping.

JUSE fill OUt YOUN s s s

order form after! W_,

Mass & pick Upl Chrlsltll-nésErgls- &‘;

your gift cards' o

the next week!!

Many local ven- .Purfhace your Christmas tree at Wilbert's

dors take part.! 1by 12/25/2011 and one dollar will be donated |

Stop at the'to Blessed Kateri Parish in Irondeguoit. S|mply,
1take this coupon and present itat Wilbert's H

SCRIP table! ! !

,when you make your purchase. 1

D



